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SURVEY OF 1951 COTTON PRODUCTION IN COMMUNIST CHINA '

[Fumbers in parentheses refer to appended sources./

This report supplements a previous report thich reviewed the 5OX1 _HUM
blic o

efforts of the government of the People's Repul ina to relieve China's
cotton shortage. The ‘Previous report indicated that Communist China seeks gelf-
sufficiency in cotton production,

The present Teport attempts to survey the production results in the 24 prov-
inces listeqd by the Hong Kong Hein-tao Jih-paoc as cotton Producing.(l) However N
this survey must be recognized as incomplete since the pources avaiiasble (prin-
cipally September and October 1951 newspapers, with a few references for November
and December) do not give final figures. The information in this report is pre-
sented by regional areas » and provinces within areas » insofar as data are avail-
able. For some regions and provinces » over-all figures (ueually estimates) were
found; for others, only sectional data could be found. The sources used were
largely Chinese mainland newspepers. Bowever, for comparative data, certain
references have been made to yearbooks.

Much of the available data wag for purchases of ginned or unginned cotton
during a given period » Or by a given date, rather than for the actual cotton yield.
Such data have been given in this report as an indication of precduction.

In its attempt to reach tht 1951 national cotton production goal of approxi-
mately 19 million piculs ﬁne picul equals 133.33 pound_s_7, great stress was
placed on increasing cotton acreage and the improvement of production methods,(2)

Northeast China

Li Shu-chen, Minister of Agriculture of the People's Republic of China, hes
reported 1951 cotton production in the Wortheast &8s 17.8 percent ebove prewar
production.(3) The 1939 production is given iu the Menchukuc Yearbook as 68,840
metric tons.(L) :
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1. Liaotung

1 Liaotung cotton yield was estimated at 119 catties fone catty equalg
33 pounds/ of unginned cotton per hectare more then 1950 production.(5)

2. Limosi

A mid-October FBIS report puts the cotton barvest in I Heilen, Lieosi,
8t 2.33 m11140n cetties, an average of 1,U431 catties of unginned cotion per hec-
tare.(5a) Owing to Faucity of reports for the Northeast the mbove FBIS report
from Chin-chou ig inciuded though it could not be traced to any newspaper report.

3. Heilungkiang

Experimental cotion growing in 1951 on 2,320 mru /one mou equals 176
3“&7 scattered over 12 hsjen in southern Heilungkiang, north of the 45th peral-
lel, resulted in prospective vields of 50 to 80 cattiee of unginned cotton per
mou. The authorities hope by this to develop economic strength in certain hsiens
vhich are now low in food-crop productivity.(7)

3. Jehol

No 1951 production figures for Jehol were found.
North China

North Chine cotton purchases for November exceeded the quota by 5.55 percent.
Transport and distribution exceeded the target by £.57 percent.(11)

l. Hopeh

Prospective yields of 200 catties of unginned cotton per mou are reported
for Shih-chia-chuang, Hen-tan, and Heng-shui areas.(f) Cotton-purchasing agencies
prepared to purchese 35 million catties of unginned cotton in Ting-heing Hslern.(6)
Incomplete stetistics indicatr collection of 4,98¢,000 cettics of unginmned cotuon
by cooperatives in the Shih-chia-chuang ares in the period 15-25 September.(9)

In Wu-ch'lao Heien, cooperative agents, finding thut farmers were too busy to
come to market, went from farm to farm buying an average of 4,000 catties of un-
ginned cotton a day.(9)

catties. From June through September, Hopeh cotton raisers contracted with co-
operatives to sell or deposit 175,700,000 catties of ginned cotton.(10) Hovet
cotton purchases in November exceeded quotes by 10.6% percent.(38)

2, Pipgyuan

During the first 10 days of September the :“irna Cotton T2rn and Clotl
Company bought 380,000 catties of ginned cotton in Singyuan.(T)

3. Shansi

In South Shansi prospective ylelds of 250-300 catties of unzinmed o~nto-p
for irrigated land end 150 catties pPer mou for nonirrigated land were BN
The mutual aid team, led by the now nationally famous model cotton farmer Thee
Yao~1li, reported 540 catties of unginned cotton ver e ou its Lb.rcw proje=t,
Ch'u “e~-11i reported an average of 790 catties PEr mou cu hils private ZO-mou
plot witk & high of 830 catties per mou on 2 mou. (1725
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tioms 1 The China Cotton Yarn and Cloth Company has increased its buying sta-
15 oo ln68!mns1 from twe in 1950 to 13 in 1951 and its purchasing staff from
the f.:‘-1.3 Persons. Agents purchased 370,000 catties of ginned cotton during
b 8t 10 days of September.(T) November cotton purchases ~xceeced targets
Y 20.k6 percent.(11) '

Northvest Chins
\

1 Producticn in Northwest China for 1951 var estimated at double that of
950 with only & 10 percent increase in the planted area.(13)

1. Bhensi

Production for Shensi Province vas estimated at 250 ratties of unginned
cotton per mou for irrigated lapd and 120 catties for nonirrigated land.(8)
During 9-21 September, 50,000 mutual aid production tesms in 21 hsieps of the
Kuan-chung area of Shensi s0ld to or deposited 4 millicn catties of ginned cot-
ton with government agencies.(14) Purchases of new cotton during the first half
of September 1n Wel-nan Special Administrative Distriet ; Shensi, amounted to
530,000 catties. Thig vas 90 percent of the entire month's quote.(15)

By 30 September 1951, 90,356 piculs of ginned cotton had been purchased
in Shensi; 30,000 piculs of thia had already been distributed to consumers.{15)

2. Sinkiang

People's Liberation Army troops planted cotton on 20 ;000 mou of land in
northern Sinkiang in 1951. The averege yield per mou was 40-50 shibk chin of
ginned cotton for e total yield of 800,000 to one million shih chin. Thie is a
nev cotton-producing area. <he seed planted was Soviet 3173, which had proved
to be satisfactory in the 1950 tests.(17) A crop of 1,800,000 catties of ginned
cotton was the estimated production from T'u~-erh-fan Hsien.(18)

No data have been found for 1951 cotton production in Kensu or Ningsia
provinces.

Centrsl and South China

According to preliminary estimetes made by the China Cotton Yarn and Cloth
Company, the 1951 cotton crop in Central and South China was expected to reach
200 percent of the 1950 production.(20) The 1950 production , according to the
Peiping Jen-min Jih-pao, was 2,615,500 piculs.( 19) Cotton purchases during
September in the whole region amounted to 190,000 piculs which was 155.37 per-
cent of the target.(20)

By 30 November, cotton purchases in Central and South China had reached a3
percent of the September to Dacember target; 1k&,70C piculs over the terget Zor
that area were shipped to Fast China and 12 >300 piculs over the target to “ke
Southvest . (21)

1. Honen N ,

The 1951 cotton-production goel of the Honan Provincisl Govermrent was
1,458,000 shih piculs /one shih picul equals 110.23 po-.:ad_§7 from an acreage of
5.4 million shih mou /one shih mou equals 0.16:7 acre/.(22) Actual 1luating vas
reported at 6.64 millfon mou. The yleld was expected to exceed that of 1550.(23)
In Rov-mber, 400,000 to 500,000 cetties of /unginned?7 cotton came into the ma k.
ets  Jeily.(24)
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A bumper crop of 300 r+tiea nf unginned cotton per mon was harvested in Shan -
g%mu Special Administrative District. This vas 300 percent of the 1950 production.
& Breas in Honan were reported as meeting their goals.(8 » 25) 1o 'Ling-pau
Helen yields of L0 catties of ginned cotton per mou and in Shan Hsien 55 catties
of ginneq cotton per mou were reported. One experimental project reported 110
catties of ginpeq cotton per mou.(25) The Nan-Yang Hsien experimental farm re-
Ported the yield of 1,000 catties per mou of unginned cotton.(26)

2. Hupeh ‘

Preliminary estimates indicated a bilg increcse in the 1921 cotton crop
in Hupeh.(8)

The Hsi-hslu Hsien Peuvple's Government celled a meeting cf peasant rep-
resentatives of Ho-tung, Nan-Yuel > and Wang-ch'eng ts'un at vhich a pledge was

:Bde to sell to or deposit with the government 170 ;000 catties of unginned cot-
on.

The representatives of Huang-lien, Wu-chan, and Ch'i-p 'u t&'un pledged
& total of 236,000 catties of ginned cotton.(27)

The 1951 cotton acreage in Hupeh was 7,740,000 mou and the yield war 2
‘;;;-ii?g ;):iculs of ginned cotton. This exceeds ary year's production since
23

3. Hunan

Cotton acreage in Hunan in 1951, as officimlly reported at the Central
and South China Militery and Administrative Committee session in late November,
vas 2,4l 5000 mou and the estimated yield was 58 million catiies of ginned cot-
ton.(23) The average yleld per mou was 30 to 4O catties of ginned cotton. 1In
L1 Hsien, Lin-1i Hefen, end An-hslang Hsien record yields of 70 to 80 and even
120 catties of ginned cotton per mou were reported. The provincial yleld was
168 percent over 1950.(23a)

b, Kiangsi

No general production date were found for Kiangsi. However , at the
meeting of the Central and South China Administrative Committee in November 5
Chairman Shao Wu-p'ing of Kiangsi reported that spring floods and cold weather )
cottbined with a late summer drought of 2 months duration » had affected a total
of 16 million mou and had resulted in a 25 percent reduction in the vield of
1ccaz. tg'pe cotton. Improved cotton on 130,000 wmou suffered only siigat dam-
age.(23

Model farmer Sheng Ch'ing-Yuan ir Ping-tzu Zsien raised 500 catties of
unginned cotton per mou on an 1l-mou plot. His mutual aid tesm produced 200-300
catties per mou.(28)

5. Kwangtung and Kwangsi

No figures were found for 1951 cotton production in Kwangtung and
Kvangsi.

East China

Cotton production for 1951 in East China was reported by te vice-chairman
of the East China Military and Administrative Committee at the committac's Zourth
plenary session on 19 November 1951 ag 4 »930,000 piculs of ginned cotton. Accord-
ing to the vice-chairman, this was an increase of 1 ,630,000 piculs cver 1950

R .
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Froduction and 136.7 perceat of the best prewar production.(é_9) However, it is

noted that the Peiping Jen-min Jih- 80, 27 October 1950, reported 1950 produc- - R
tion for East China as 3,500,000 piculs (19) which 1a only 1,130,000 less then fogdcon -
the figure given above Por 1951. » a

1. Shantung

Shantu ig cotton acreage for 1951 is estimated at 96.22 percent of prevar ; 5
acreage and the yleld at 97.3L4 percent of the prewar. (30) According to the 1937
Chinese Yearbook, the acreage in 1936 was 0,239,000 shih mou amd the preduction &
2,554,000 shih piculs.(31) Mid-September estimates Placed production up to that ; 3 !
date, in two of the principal cotton-groving hsien, Wu-ch'ieo and Te-chou at
17 million and 20 million catties of unginned cotton respectively,(k2, 335 Pur-
chages of ginned cotton over the province during Septemier 1-4 were reported at
980,000 cetties.(32)

2. Kiangsu

A report in mid-September from Yang-chou in North Kiangsu reveals that :
’*,500,000 shih mou were planted in cotton in 1951 in that eres, an increase of
1,300,000 shih mou over 1950. Production was over 1 million piculs of ginned
cotton, i.e., 400,000 over 1950.(3k)

The planned rroduction of S5 million catties of unginned cotton wae surpsssed
by 480,000 catties at the end of September in T'ai-ts'an Heien, South Kiangsu.(35)

Hei-lai Ch'u in North Kiangsu, with & cotton acresge of 51 ,600 nou, was
expected to yleld 2 million -atties of ginned cotton, an average of approximately
L0 catties per mou.(36) In 1551 » the production estimate for South Kiangsu as a
vhole was 800,000 piculs of unginned cotton.(37) Hsiac Hsien in North Kiangsu
wes estimated to produce 12 million catties of unginned cotton.(37a)

The actuel cotton acreage in North Kiangsu for 1951 wes 4,849,682 mou, which : ‘
was 349,682 mou more than the original plan called for, and 40.85 percent over
1950 acreage.(38)

3. Aphwei

The North Anhwei yield was better then in 1950, but fev figures are
aveilable. Three cotton~producing areas in one hsien in North Anhwei reported
production of 1,250,000 catties of ginned cotton.(39)

L. Chekiang

Chekiang production was reported 10 percent over 1950. The average
production per mou was 40-50 catties of ginned cotton. The highest reported
yield was 100 catties of ginned cotton per mou in Yao Hsien. In Fing-po Special
fdninistrative District 159 purchasing stations were set up. 0p 6 September 1951,
purchases of 14,00 catties of ginned cotton in one village ir a single day, were
reported. The averege yield per mou for the district was repcrted at 40-50 cat- ‘ N
tiee of ginned cotton.(L0)

5. PFukien
v No cotton reports were found for Fukien.
Southwest China

Szechwan, Kweichou, and Yunnan provinces in the Southwest produce cotton.
However, the only data available on 1951 cotton production in these provinces is
a report of 100,000 catties produced in Pu-erh Special Administrative District
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of !unnw,‘(?.l) and an FBIS repart, 14 November 1951, datelined Chungking, 13'uo-
mlzbl'éh igating th?z ?50,000 catties of cottonwere produced in the Sui-ning
L} zechwen, (42 Scanning of a large number of Chinese newspa 8
falled to reveal this itenm. poper
. A general statement that cotton ylelds in the Southwest have now surpagsed
&mm tziryemdv:’ made by Vice-Chairman Teng Hslao-ping of the Southwest
and Administrative Committee at its third plen session in
November. (41) i '
o a
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